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Measures for eradicating plague. 

Washington, D. C, January 24, 1900. 

Sir : By direction of the President, I have the honor to communicate 
for your information copy of a letter addressed to him by the Hon. 
Sanford B. Dole, dated Honolulu, January 4, in reference to proposed 
measures for eradicating the bubonic plague in Hawaii. 

After consideration of the subject, the President authorized me to 
telegraph to Mr. Dole (which I did via the United States dispatch agent 
at San Francisco, for transmittal by tbe steamer China, sailing to-day) 
that, in view of the importance of thorough and immediate measures 
for the sanitary protection of Honolulu and of any other spot in the 
Hawaiian Islands threatened with contagion, all proper expenditures 
authorized by the council of state of Hawaii under the Hawaiian Con- 
stitution for the purpose of eradicating the plague will meet the Presi- 
dent's full approval. 

Bespectfully, John Hay, Secretary of State. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Inclosure.] 

Executive Chamber, 
Honolulu, H. I. , January 4, 1900. 

Mr. President : The president of the board of health has kept the special agent of 
the United States, Mr. Sewall, informed from time to time of the course of the plague 
now prevailing in Honolulu. 

The emergency is such that special funds have been required to meet it, and being 
within the powers of the council of state, that body, at the request of the executive 
council, appropriated $25,000 on December 12. 

The board of health has since decided that it is necessary to pursue more radical 
measures for stamping out the disease. These include the removal of the residents of 
the infected places, the removal and fumigation of such goods as may be thoroughly 
disinfected, and the destruction by fire of infected houses, except such as may be thor- 
oughly disinfected ; the building of camps lor the inhabitants so removed for their 
detention until such time as they may safely be allowed their liberty, the furnishing of 
food and bedding for such persons while under detention, the building of warehouses 
for such disinfected goods, the maintenance of quarantine in several localities, the 
removal and care of those attacked by the plague, and the cremation of those dying of 
it, general inspection and disinfection, and other matters incident to the campaign 
against the disease. 

Orders have been issued for establishing camps of wooden buildings for 5,000 per- 
sons. Some buildings have already been erected and the removal of persons from the 
infected places begun. 

On December 30, the board of health requested the appropriation of $80,000 for 
public improvements in the infected districts and $20,000 for a crematory for the 
burning of garbage. It also recommended at the same time the erection of works for 
filtering water entering the water system from the mountains. The cost of these is 
estimated at $116,000 or $120,000. It also recommended the completion of the system 
of sewerage for Honolulu already begun by the government for the central part of 
the city. Plans and specifications for such extension are in the possession of the 
government. 

To-day the board have requested an appropriation of $250,000 for carrying on the 
work of fighting the plague detailed in an earlier part of this letter. The items of 
public improvements in the infected district, filtration plant and extension of the 
sewerage works, although very essential to the general health of the city, are not mat- 
ters of such urgency as the others mentioned, and I shall delay action upon them for 
consultation with you. My very positive opinion is that they should be begun in the 
very immediate future and pushed to completion. 

In regard to the other requests of the, board of health for appropriations, they are 
for work which will brook no delay, if the plague is to be attacked as it should be, 
and I have called a meeting of the council of state to consider the matter. 

Both Mr. Hartwell and Mr. Smith, agent of the chamber of commerce, and formerly 
president of the board of health, will be able to furnish all the information that you 
may desire in relation to this subject. 

Respectfully, Sanfobd B. Dole. 
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Honolulu, H. L, January 8, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that since my last telegram, 
dated the 5th, there has been 1 case of plague discovered and 2 sus- 
picious cases. 

While we have not had so many new cases since my last dispatch as 
we did for the same period previous, yet there is no doubt but that it 
has become epidemic here, and assumed a most malignant type. If we 
take the experience of Hongkong as a guide, we will be forced to admit 
that in all probability we will go along for three or four months with 
an occasional case, until some day we will find that we have from 100 
to 200 per week, 95 per cent of which will result fatally. 

Dr. Carmichael and I have daily discussed the situation, and have 
come to the conclusion that now is the time to enforce, as rigidly as 
possible, our laws to prevent its introduction into the States. 

We have, as assistants, 3 young experienced chemists who, under the 
doctor's supervision, attend to the fumigation of all vessels and crews. 
Two of these chemists are furnished and paid ,by the Sugar Planters' 
Association and are under our supervision and control. The third one 
we use for vessels which have no connection with the sugar industry. 
He is paid each time he performs a service, the amount being collected 
from the vessel. 

We have adopted the following rules in regard to vessels clearing 
from Honolulu. Those vessels which have discharged their cargoes at 
the wharf are, when empty, taken into the stream and thoroughly 
cleaned, being careful to empty the hold of all biige. The hold is then 
fumigated by burning 5 pounds of sulphur for every 1,000 cubic feet 
space. The hold is hermetically sealed and kept so for forty-eight 
hours. The crew's effects are treated in the same manner by burning 
sulphur in the forecastle for twelve hours. 

The vessel while lying in the stream, until she sails, has no commu- 
nication with shore. Her cargo of sugar is put into her in the stream 
from island steamers which have had no communication with Honolulu. 

At my suggestion several of the plantation agents are going to try 
the experiment of shipping sugar grown on Kauai directly from there. 
Other plantations will transfer their sugar to the ports of Hilo, Kahului, 
and Mahukona. As these places are noninfected, and the sugar comes 
from islands where no plague exists, vessels will get a clean bill of 
health and should be allowed to enter our ports. 

So far all steamers, except the Australia, have refused to take passen- 
gers. The Australia wilf arrive here January 17 and leave January 23. 
She will anchor in the stream, discharge her cargo and passengers into 
lighters, and take on cargo from noninfected ports from steamers which 
have had no communication with Honolulu. 

It was at first intended to comply literally with the quarantine regu- 
lations by demanding a fifteen days' detention of all passengers, but we 
found that it was impossible to obtain a suitable place to segregate 
them for that length of them. We have adopted the following as being 
the best we can do with the limited facilities at our command : 

Every intending passenger will present himself at the consulate to- 
morrow, January 9, and be examined by Dr. Carmichael. He will 
inquire as to their likelihood of being exposed to the disease and put 
them in quarantine at their place of residence until the day of departure 
of the vessel. Each day all the passengers will be examined by the 
doctor. Before embarking they will be required to bathe and their 
effects disinfected. 
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This is not as thorough as Dr. Carmichael and I would like, but it is 
the best we can do. 

After this trip of the Australia I do not think we will have very 
many passengers, as most of the tourists will have left. 

I have found it necessary to divide the business between Mr. Boyd, 
Dr. Carmichael, and myself, as the past few days have demonstrated 
the impossibility of properly attending to these important subjects in a 
room packed with people all wanting their business attended to first. 

Mr. Boyd will take charge of all matters relating to the shipment 
and discharge of seamen and the certification of invoices. 

Dr. Carmichael attends to the disinfection of vessels and examination 
of intending passengers, while I attend to bills of health, talk with 
passengers, and assume a general supervision of the whole business of 
the consulate. 

I have been compelled to put some notices in the papers and have 
some signs printed, the cost of which I will include in my next con- 
tingent account. 

Respectfully, Wm. Haywood, 

Consul- General. 

Hon. Assistant- Secretary of State. 



IEELAND. 

Report from Queenstown. 

Queenstown, Ireland, January IS, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report on the transactions at this port for 
the week ending to-day, as follows : 



Date. 



Jan. 7 

Jan. 11 

Do. 

Jan. 10 



Vessel. 



Steamship Etruria 

Steamship Oceanic — 

Steamship Penland 

Ship Black Adder (a).. 



Destination. 



New York 

do 

Philadelphia 

Brunswick, Ga.. 



Passengers. 



First 
cabin. 



Second 
cabin. 



Steer- 
age. 



Cargo. 



None. 

Do. 

Do. 
Ballast. 



a One captain, 2 officers, 13 crew. 



Respectfully, 



J. H. Oakley, 

Passed Assistant burgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



Report from Genoa. 

Genoa, Italy, January 14, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of transactions 
at this port for the week ended January 14, 1900 : 

On the 11th, steamship Kaiser Wilhelm II, to New York via Naples, 
61 cabin and 38 steerage passengers, and 145 pieces of baggage were 
inspected and passed. January 13. steamship Trojan Prince to New 
York via Palermo and Naples, 2 cabin and 34 steerage passengers, and 
30 pieces of baggage were passed. The steerage passenger held over 
last week from the steamship Tartar Prince developed a severe attack 
of rheumatic fever in the hospital here. 



